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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, FOREIGN EMPLOYMENT AND TOURISM

Media Release

Sri Lanka Hosts South Asia Conference of FICAC with Renewed
Commitment to Global Consular Cooperation

Minister of Foreign Affairs Foreign Employment & Tourism, Vijitha Herath, hosted a special
dinner reception in honour of the President, Vice President, and distinguished members of the
International Federation of Consular Bodies and Associations (FICAC), following the
opening of the South Asia Conference of FICAC earlier in the day. The dinner was held on 02
February 2026 at Shangri-La Colombo.

Welcoming the distinguished gathering, Minister Herath underscored the importance of such
engagements in strengthening international cooperation. He highlighted that FICAC
conferences provide a vital platform for mutual learning, exchange of best practices, and
building durable professional and personal connections.

Minister Herath further made the reception an opportunity to reflect on the evolving
responsibilities of the consular corps, and their growing significance in today’s interconnected
global environment. He noted that consular representatives, as trusted first points of contact
for people, wield considerable soft power that complements traditional diplomacy. Their role
now extends beyond assistance and protection to encompass economic diplomacy, cultural
engagement, crisis response, and people-to-people connectivity.

Minister further recalled the recent devastation caused by Cyclone Ditwah and highlighted Sri
Lanka’s national effort to rebuild lives and infrastructure. He urged the consular community
to act as ambassadors for Sri Lanka tourism, noting the country’s target of 3 million tourist
arrivals in 2026. During the speech, the Minister also encouraged all the members of the
FICAC to enjoy the warmth and hospitality of Sri Lanka.

The President of FICAC Nikolaos Margaropoulos also spoke at the event. He thanked Sri
Lanka for organizing the reception and extended his assurances and solidarity on the efforts
to rebuilding Sri Lanka and expanding trade investment, tourism and people to people
contacts.

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment and Tourism
Colombo

06 February 2026

!;oreign .@\ffairs ¢ Republic Building, Colombo 1 B 2325373/5, 2207 200/7 EWcypher@mfa.gov.lk
éc-sq;c;:ﬂzmogzg . B0 el BEE, emned 1
e BTL (i) jspreusLs eI &l WrFS Si_igL_1p, G)sTapory 1

Foreign Employment 9 17" Floor, "Mehewara Piyesa", Narahenpita, Colombo 5 A 2331200 % info@mfe.gov.lk

Sedan dBa 17 2= DG, "e@ewdJd Bews", :ﬁ)ada@;d;sf%@ omug® 5 .

Qasfism B Cawssvarminy 17 syorss) gomis, "Gro@amer LG, b Eeune i Smupiny 5

Tourism 9 No 03, Times Building, Bristol Street (Sir Razik Fareed Mw), Colombo 1 22381 798, 2321222 A& secretary@tourismmin.gov.lk
300052 goz 03, 080« e B8EE, Fd0E D8w (228 618z 38 @0om), emng®@ 1

FEDDIVTESITHD (@ev.03,6m 1510 H 191 11, 1L eruL_sv Qgm (1 T 1l 2 1o Tsudem ), Gl mupoy 1



